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The number of studies on pupils' perspectives with respect to sociological subject areas has so far been fairly limited. This is particularly dissatisfying if it is assumed that pupils' conceptions of sociological facts are always impacted by the pupils' experienced world – an impact which is generally considered to be resistant to change. Using the topic of immigration and integration as an example, the present study addresses the task of transforming the perceptions of pupils into a didactically motivated perspective of teaching by critically analyzing the most important sociological theories and findings on this issue. The results obtained will be used to develop field-specific strategies for bringing about conceptual change as well as principles for a didactic framework; the goal to be achieved is to utilize the implicit theories and interests of pupils not only for an effective teaching of migration as part of political and social subjects at school but also for the training of teachers
The following questions are addressed in the study:

1. Which implicit theories do pupils use in political discussions of migration-related issues? To what extent are the concepts used by pupils domain-specific and intra-individually diverse? How can the learning opportunities provided by a subject area be assessed on the basis of the results of the analyses carried out? 

2. By contrasting pupils' conceptions with professional conceptions, it is to be analysed which basic sociological concepts are appropriate to absorb the pupils' conceptions of learning in the field of migration educationally. 

3. With respect to teaching migration as part of social classes at school - which educational strategies are decisive for achieving differentiation and change in the conceptions of pupils (conceptual change strategies)? 
Qualitative research methods are used to gather data on learners' perspectives; the sampling strategies applied consider learners with and without migratory backgrounds since both groups are members of the migration societies of democratic systems. Evaluation of the results obtained in the study will be performed in a gradual and methodically controlled process – a procedure which corresponds to a modification of the qualitative content analyses as part of educational teaching and learning research.
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