Project summary NORFACE: Application September 2008
The project investigates the beliefs about democracy among migrant and local pupils. Until now, only few studies have examined these issues on an interdisciplinary and multi methodical background. Via qualitative interviews, concepts of democracy beliefs could be found. Through quantitative questionnaires to consider whether these concepts are significant, the research is extended on quantitative approaches. In order to not just identify basic concepts but rather use them, the intent is to examine the influence of the beliefs on the effects (increased stereotypic thinking and intergroup bias between) of the mortality salience hypothesis, which derives from Terror Management Theory by Solomon, Greenberg and Pyszczyinski. If there are special factors, which will slow down negative effects and enhance development of appropriate beliefs about democracy different ideas are thinkable to boost the development of these factors. For example citizenship education or school education could be adapted ore revised to take care of the special concepts of migrant pupils. Reasons for conflicts can be handled and integration of migrants by a better understanding of their personal constructs would be at hand. This also comes up with the issues regarding migration from the last EU-Commission Green Paper. To assure that findings are used and verified, a close co-operation with local schools is implemented. 
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