Summary of the discussions in the thematic group of research in Sofia April 2007
Participants:
1. Julia Rehbein, Institute for political didactics, Carl-von-Ossietzky University Oldenburg/Germany (group leader)

2. Dr. Jadranka Cacic-Kumpes, Dr. Ruzica Cicak-Chand : Institute for Migration and ethnic studies Zagreb/Croatia

3. Jernej Mlekuz: Institute for Slovenian Emigration Studies ZRC SAZU Ljubljana/Slovenia

4. Dr. Elena Lavrentsova: Department for Information and in Service Teacher Training +Regional Research Mobility Centre RRMC , Trakia University, Stara Zagora/ Bulgaria

5. Isabel Rasoilo: CEMRI (Centre for the Study of Migration and Intercultural Relations) Lisboa/Portugal

6. Suzanne Ranert, Center for Diversity Education Malmö/Sweden

7. Miriam Hess, Pädagogische Hochschule Zentralschweiz/international office, Switzerland

State of Affairs:

Since the change of the group leadership in April 2007 the very first meetings of the thematic group for reseach (TGR) took place in Sofia. As many of the research institutions of the LM networt are already involved in other thematic groups and/or do not have an active representative in the national groups of the network, only two or three insitutions up to now can been clarified as strong and active members of the TGR. The Institute for Migration and Ethnic studies in Zagreb as well as the Institute for Slovenian Emigration Studies in Ljubljana are interested in participating in a larger research project, e.g. the 7th framework programm of the EU. A new research institute, the University of Trakia/Bulgaria joined our discussions and is also interested in participating in a research program.
The other members listed above didn’t participate in the discussions but are also interested in contributing to the research activities of the LM network. 

Common interests:

Researchers from three countries (Croatia, Slovenia and Germany), who had intensive discussions in Sofia could identify common research interests despite the research focuses are differing to a large extent in the three countries: 

The following topics are part of recent research activities in the three countries:

· The situation of minorities and immigrants
· attitudes towards minority groups

· pupils attitudes towards migrants/immigration and integration

· analysis of textbooks: representation of minorities/immigrants in textbooks

Another common interest could be found in the research methodology: All three institutes are working with qualitative research methods.

Future Plans:
The scarce resources of money and time are the reason why a common research project within the period of the LM-network until the end of 2008 could not be realised.

But nevertheless two future plans could be set up in Sofia:

1) Various research projects/studies/interests linked to the main topics of the LM network will be collected and presented on the LM website. This kind of pool of research can be an important source for finding partners for new research projects.

2) The department of political didactics at the University of Oldenburg is planning to work on an application for a 7th framework program. One first rough description of  the research outline will be sent to the future project partners as a basis for the clarification of the conditions of participation.   
