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Summary

The paper “Croatian ethnic parishes in Canada: Their significance and activities”  is a result of the preliminary research done on the role of Croatian parishes in Canada - from their beginnings in the late 1940s to the present day - not only as religious but also as socio-cultural organizations which provide possibilities for preserving ethnic and cultural identity of Croats in the diaspora. By indicating to some basic facts pertaining to the historic circumstances of migration and the socio-economic position of Croatian immigrants in Canada, and by noting some of the specificities of the ethnoreligious and socio-political reality in Canada, the paper gives an insight into the socio-cultural and  economic background underlying the foundation of Croatian catholic parishes in the country. It explains why, inspite of the expressed needs of Croatian immigrants to establish separate Croatian churches already in the 1920s, it remained without result till some twenty years later; partly due to the lack of financial capital but more so because of the negative attitude of the Roman Catholic Church in Canada towards establishment of ethnic churches.Therefore, a visible expansion in the construction of Croatian parishes across Canada in post-war decades resulted not only from the increased population of Croats residing in urban areas, availability of Croatian priests and an increase in social capital necessary for church construction, but also in the more positive stand of the Canadian Catholic church. By 1978 twenty-two parishes had been founded in the major Croatian settlements from Monteral to Vancouver Island.Yet, the maintenance of a uniquely Croatian Catholic culture has not been without the problems; regional differences and sociological divisions within three generations of Croatian immigrants along with geographic separation, a scattered and not always adequate clergy, and the lack of clerical press, have worked against the formation of a Croatian ethnic Catholic religious community in Canada. Among the various forms of activities with regard to the maintenance of cultural traditions, i.e. Croatian ethnic consciousness, the most significant one certainly pertains to the field of education in Croatian parishes; this section constitutes the second part of the paper. Specially the problem of language retention among the young has been of great concern among immigrant intelligentsia and the priests. To remedy the pronounced shift towards English/French, Croatian communities in the fifties and sixties instituted formal language classes in most urban communities. Usually, these language schools were held on Saturdays or Sundays in Croatian parishes. Though a more formal institutional structure was established with the formation in 1976 of the Croatian Schools of Canada, the affiliation with the Croatian parish as a place of instruction and provision of the teaching staff has remained strong till the present day. The paper also deals with some other activities carried on by Croatian parishes, (development of clerical press, folklore, radio-programmes, etc.). The author finally attempts to define, at least in a basic outline, the importance of Croatian parishes as a central factor in the religious and socio-national life of the Croatian population in Canada. 
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